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The Title of the Arabic Poem

Abdulrahman Ismail Al-Ismail
Assistant Professor, Arabic Department, College of Aris,
King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. Tt is well-known that the ancient Arabic poem (gasida) is composed without a title indicating
its particularity, a fact which led some critics and readers, in later periods, to designate names for some
outstanding Arabic poems depending on various eriteria: some names bear reference to the topic of the
poem, others to the place in which it was recited or to the end-rthyme (rawi) but many of these names are
based upon a phrase extracted from the first line (matla’). The only deviation from these criteria of name-
selection occur in the well-known genre of the eulogy on the prophet (mmadd’ih) which appear in the 7th
century of the Islamic era.

The objective of this study is to trace back the emergence of the title in the Arabic poem, to investi-
gate the criteria adopted by some critics for the naming of some outstanding poems of ancient Arabic poets
whose poems never carried names indicating the particularity of these individual poems, and finally to
touch upon the modern influences that led to the designation of the title and to its consideration as an
integral part of the poem and of the poet's work as well.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

