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5) I disreparded certain idiosyncrasies of the scribe, such as the drop of
the kamza after the] alif and the substimtion of glif for the alif magsiara. I
omitted the fadda in liaison (i.e. in the case of "sun" letters) except in
Qur’anic quotations. With repard to the isnads, 1 followed the scribe's
customary way of shorthand hadit notation which neglects such phrases as
qgala, yaqilu and sami‘tu. When the scribe's shorthand leaves it undecided
whether he intended to write haddatand or akbaranad,l referred myself back
to the first occurrence of the isndd in question and adopied the term written
there by the scribe in long hand. This was successful in almost all cases. In
rare cases when the author switched in the text {rom plural io singular
because a Qur’dn quotation required it, I followed suit {(e.g., paragraph 45:
ar-rajim).

6) In the index I have referred o paragraph numbers throughout. In
addition to the main index of authorities, I added an index of ahadit. Since
the order of the Qur’an is followed rather strictly hy the work, a numerical
index of Qur’anic verses was deemed redundant. The principal index lists
the names of the authorities who are quoted in the text as well as the
transmitters who appear in the isndads. Each name is listed in the short form
in which it occurs in the text, followed by the person's full name and his date
of death inasmuch as they are available.
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1) I assigned the symbol alif madda to the manuscript and marked the
beginning and end of the folios by a vertical stroke in the text. The actual
folio numbers appear in the margin of the text, showing recto waw for
wiih) or verso(ga' for zahr) at the exact beginning of each folio. Since the
mannscript is largely an unvoweled text, I did not mark missing diacritics in
the critical apparatus except when such omissions constitute doubtful
readings. 1 numbered the lines on each page in the margin at an interval of
three lines. To make the text manageable for the reader I divided the text
into paragraphs, assigning a number to each paragrapb in parcntheses. An
individual paragraph generally includes one or a few Qur’anic phrases
selected by the author for comment.

2) I vocalized all Qur’anic quotations, inserting the numerical reference
to chapter and verse of the Qur’an in the text in parentheses iminediately
after the quotation. When the vocalized Qur’anic phrase re-occurs in the
same or the following paragraph, the numerical reference is not repeated. No
colon precedes the quotation of Qur’énic verses since the vocalization offers
sufficient contrast with the surrounding text to mark the beginning and end
of a Qur’anjc gnotation.

3) My reconstructions of words and phrases which were rendered
illegible by physical damage to the manuscript have been put in parentheses:
(). Three dots between parcntheses (...) denote one missing word or phrase
in my estimation. My additions to or insertions into the text have becn put
between angle brackets: < >. I made note of the few necessary textual
deletions in the crilical apparatus, instead of placing them between yet
another set of brackets in the body of the text. Verses of poetry, which
appear occasionally in the text, are placed between inverted commmas, their
meter added in hrackets and their hemistich marked off by a * sign.

4) The critical apparatus has two sections, the first including the iexmal
corrections and conjectured variants, and the second citing references to
parallel passages in Arabic primary sources. All conjectures noted in the
apparatoes are preceded by la ‘allahu. The numbers in the critical apparatus
refer to the lines of the text in the page above. In the apparatus, the symbol
Tafstr (in Arabic script) refers to Sahl at-Tustari's Tafsir al-Qur'dn (Cairo
1329 H.), that of ‘Ar@"is (in Arahic script) to Razhihan al-Baqli's ‘Ard'is al-
bayan. The beginning and end of parallel passages, which are referred 10 in
the apparatus, re marked in the text itself by an opening angle (') and a
closing angle {' ). This gives the reader an exact picture of the extent of each
parallel passage.
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additional confirmation for the authenticity of the work, The absence of all
duplication of material in both works makes it possible to state with
certainty that Sulami's minor Qur'an commentary, Ziyddar haga'iq at-tafsir,
is, in fact, a separate work of his. It is an addition to, not an extract of, the
earlier and much more voluminous Hagqd’iq at-tafsir. For all practical
purposes, Sulami's Haga'iq at-tafsir and Ziyadat haqa’iq at-tafsir have o be
understood as one type of work written in two stages. The first was
completed when the main body of Sufi glosses of Qur’anic interpretation
had become available to the anthor, and the second, separate work was
finally compiled when a sipnificant amount of additional material had been
collected by Sulami.

In the Ziyadat haga'igq at-tafsir, Sulami conforms to his method as a
compiler of Sufi sayings and Qur’anic glosses, whereby he copies his
written sources extensively and supplements the materials with oral
informalion. He may have collected nouch of the information included in the
work during his travels, particularly to Marv and Baghdad, Other materials
may have become available to him at Nishapur through intermediaries. Just
ay in the Haga'iq at-tafsir, Sulami follows the method of commenting on
selected verses of the Qur’an in the actual order of the suras and verses wilh
few exccptions.!? One striking exception is that sora 78 precedes sura 77 in
thc order of the commentary. Arranged as a ruoning commentary, the
Zivadat hagd'iq at-tafsir selects about six hundred Qur’anic phrases for
comment and, after cach, records a sequence of interpretive glosses of more
than two thousand items. Two thirds of these glosses are quoted from
authors living in the 2nd/8th to the 4th/10th centuries, who were esteemed in
Sufi circles. The remainder are ciled anooymously. Many of the individual
authorities are referred to without regard for the isnad {chain of
transmitters). Where there are isndds, however, important inferences about
Sulami's sources can be made.2Y

C) Technical Observations about the Manuscript Edition

In editing the text I have endeavared to produce a text which is as close
a5 possible to the archetype by observing the following principles:

19 Bor observations on Sulami's method of collecting Qur’anic glosses see, Bowerlng,
ap. cit., pp. 30-54.

2b For a study of the sources of Sulami's Ziyadar haga'ig al-rafsir, see G. Bliwering.
"The Mojor Sources of Sulami's Minor Qur'an Cammeniary,” Qriens 1994 {forthcoming).
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al-Baqgli (d. 606/1209). Bagli quotes the Ziyddat haga’iq at-tafsirfrequently
in his 'Ara’is al-bayan fi haqd’iq al-Qur’an, which was compiled about two
hundred years afler Sulami's work.!® In quoting Sulami's work Bagli does
not acknowledge his source bnt simply excerpts stalements that fif his
scheme of a Qur’inic commentary. It is obvious, however, that the
fragments of Sulami's Ziyadar haqa'iq at-tafsir cited in the ‘Ara’is al-bayan
derive from the same family of the manuscript tradition as the present
lextual witness of Sulami's work. The parallels iu Bagli's work preseut only
minor textual variations and therefore underscore the value and accuracy of
the present text. Many of these minor textual variations in Lhe printed text of
the ‘Ard’is al-bayan, which had its own underlying tradition of textual
witnesses, appear to be due 1o scribal emrors that increased with time within
the manuscript tradition of Bagli's work.

On occasion a line or two of the Zivadat haga'iq at-tafsircan be found
quoted in sources that are later ther the ‘Ard’is al-bayan, such as Isma‘il
Hagqqi al-Briisawi's (d. 1137/1724) commentary on the Qur'an.!? These rure
quotations, however, are copied from the ‘Ard'is ai-bayan, not directly from
sulami's work, Only one explicit quotation from Sulami's Ziyddadt haga'ig
at-tafsir can be found in later Arabic primary sources. It is the passage in the
beginning of sura ai-Bagara quoted in a Shiite source, the Sa‘d as-su ‘idd of
Radi ad-Din ‘Ali b, Miisa at-Ta’us1, known as Ibu Ta’ds (d. 664/1266).18
Beyond this one citation, it has not been possible to find any other direct
reference to Sulami's Ziyadds hagd'ig at-tafsir neither in the works of
Islamic biography and bibliography nor in the woiks of Qur'an commentary
and Sufi literanire.

The authenticity of the Ziyddd: haqa’iq ai-tafsir is based on Sulami's
statement in the heginning of the text cited above and the hody of quotations
included in Bagli's ‘Ard’is al-bayan as well as the single citation in Ibn
Ta'1s's Sa'd as-su ‘ud. It is confirmed by the ¢lose similarity in content and
style which can be documented when the Zivddat haga'ig at-tafsir is
compared with Sulami's flaga’iq at-tafsir. The many authorities quoted in
both the Haga'ig at-tafsir and the Ziyadat hagd’ig at-tafsir, occasionally
introduced by Sulami on the anthority of identical direct informants, provide

16 Rizbihan al-Bagli, ‘Ard’is al-baydn fi haga'ig al-Qur’an, 2 vol., Cawnpore
130171884 A critical edition of Lhis wark, based on a representalive number of manuscrlpts is
being grnpared by Dr. Alan Godlas, University of Califarnla at Berkeley.

17 1ematil Haqqi al-Brisawl, Tafsir rik al-bayan, 10 vols., Beirut, no date,

18 A critical editton of this work is being prepared by Professor Eran Kohfberg of the
Hebrew University, Jerusalem.
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the quality of the papcr and the calligraphy, the mannscript appears to have
been written as early as the Tih/13th and definitely not later than the
8th/14th century.

The incipit (f. 1b) cites the title of the work as Ziyadat haga'’iq at-tafstr
and explains the purpose of the book as a continuation of SulamT's major
Qur’an commentary (Haga'ig ai-tafsir). It states: "Praise belongs to God in
the beginning and in the end! Blessing be upon Muhammad the Prophet and
his good kinsfolk! Praise belongs to God; human understanding reached
ncither the substance of His Book nor the marvels of His Address-indeed,
the intellects were incapable of grasping them and the minds were prevented
from reaching their extent! When I was done compiling “The Book of the
Realities of Qur’anic Interpretation’ (Kitab hagd’iq at-iafsir), I realized that
there were items of interpretation {Aurgf) that I wanted to add to the book.
To his end I prepared a special book so that neither the hearing of one
listening nor the writing of one copying may be corrupted. I called the book
'The Additions to the Realities of Qur’anic Interpretation’ (Zivadat haqa'ig
at-tafsir) and asked God for guidance and assistance in this matter and in ali
my circumstances. He is sufficient for me; an excellent Guardian is He!"13

The examination of the manuscript shows that the proper order of its
folios was disturbed in the process of binding or rebinding. Properly, the
folios should be placed in the following sequence: ff. 1a-33b, followed by
42a-54b, followed by 41a/b, followed by 55a/b, followed by 34a-40b,
followed by 56a-73b. The manuscript includes no marginal notes except for
two texiual emendations of one word each, made by the cataloguer. One of
these is questionable (f. 1b}, the other is occurate (f. 5a). In aditlon, the waqgf
note is repealed on every page. There are neither corrections within the body
of the text nor notations that the text was collated with the underlying
manuscrpt. The manuscript is complete and the textual tradition on which it
is based is excelleni. As can be seen from the critical apparatus to the
edition, there are very fcw grammatical errors in the text. Ot the two
noticeable lacunae, one can be reconstructed!? and the other probably
amounts to just one missing line.1?

The critical edition of the text depends totally on the examination of this
single witness and its meticulous comparison with the Qur’an commentary
of Abii Muhammad Rizbihan b. Abi Nasr al-Fasawi a§-Sirazi al-Kazariini

13 Text editlon, paragraphs 1-2.
14 Text edilion, paragraph 79.
15 Text edition, parapraph 124.
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Zivadat al-haga’ig, which he undersood as an appendix to the former., This
work, Ziyddat al-haga’ig, which is critically edited in this volume for the
first time, was compiled some Hme after 370/980, the date by which, in all
probability, the Hagd'iq at-tafsir had becn completed by the author. 10

B) General Description of the Zivadat hagqd'iq at-tafsir

The edition of Sulami's Ziyadd: haqad'iq ai-tafsiris based on an Arahic
manuscript preserved as number 636 of the Arabic manuscript collection in
the Gazi Husrev-Begova Biblioteka at Sarajevo (Bosnia). A perhunctory
description of the manuscript is included under number 168 in the
manuscript catalogue of the library.!! Apparently, the manuscript is a
unique copy; it has nei been possible o locate any other copy of it to date, It
measures 230 x 160 millimeters, includes 73 folios, and is written in naski
handwriting on yellow paper. The text begins on f. 1b and ends on f.
73b.There are traces of worm eating, and a number of folios, especially ff. 1,
2,3,4, 13, 14, 15, 69 and 70, have suslained considerable physical damage.

The title of the work was not recorded by the anonymous scribe on the
title page of the manuscript (f. 1a), but a later hand scribbled the words
Ziyadat haqgd'ig at-tafsir on it. Among the partially eryptic memoranda on
the title page, one apparently rather recent note, written by a certain
Muhamraad al-Kanji, ideutifies the author of the work as "the Yayk AbQ
‘Abd ar-Rahméin Muhammad b. al-Husayn as-Sulami an-Naysébiiri," Two
other notes identify different owners of the manuscript without giving any
date. They are a cerfain Ibrahim al-Fani and a certain Abd Bakr b, Rustam
as-Sarawa’l. The most legible memomandum, placed in the center of the title
page, is a waqf note by al-Hajj Ibrabhimn Aga b. Islam Ispizli, who lived in
Travnik (about 50 miles northwest of Sarajevo) and taught at Inehzadeh, the
principal school there. By his own account, the latter handed the manuscript
on to al-Hajj Kalil Efendi b, Salih al-Harasandi.

The manuscript bears no date, neither in the colophon nor on the title
page. The colophon simply ends with the statement, "here ends the addition
to the Haga'ig,"12 followed by a eulogy to God and the Prophet. The
approximate date for the manuscript can only be conjectured. To judge by

10 Eor the chronological sequence of Sulaml's writings see, Bdwering, op. cit., pp. 48-
S},

11 ¥asim Dobraga, Katalog Arapskih, Turskih I Perzijskih Rukapisa, vol. 1, Sarajevo
1943, p. 139,

12 Text edition, paragraph 507,
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105 Sufis with selections of their sayings.* The writings of Sulami on Sufi
manners and customs, often referred to as the Sunan as-siafiyya, are lost
today.? Extracts of iis contents were integrated into the as-Sunan al-kubra,
the Kitib az-zuhd al-kabir and the Su‘ab al-iman of Abii Bakr Ahmad b. al-
Husayn b. “Alil al-Bayhaql (d. 458/1066)8 JTudging by these extracts
Sulami's Sunan appears to bave been similar to a variety of minor treatises
on Sufi practice, some of which have been edited.” :

Sulami's principal commentary on the Qur’an, Hagd'ig at-rafsir, is a
voluminous work which still awaits publication as a whole, although
extracts of it have been published by Massignon and Nwyia.? The work, in
its entirety or in part, is extant in about 50 manuscripts, with the oldest
textual witnesses copied in the middle of the 6th/12th cenniry, about 150
years after the authar's death. The text exists in a long and a short version,
the shorter representing an exiract that can be traced to the 7th/13th century.
From the 9th/15th century there also appears another abbreviated version of
the text in the manuscript tradition® Some time after the completion of the
Haga'ig ar-tafsir, Sulami wrote a separate Qur'an commentary, entitled

4 Sulams, Tabagir as-sitfivya, ed. J. Pedersen, Leiden 1960; idem. ed. Nar ad-Din
Sariba, Cairo 1969. Both editions include substantial introductions to Sulami’s life and work.

2 Abu [-*Abbas Ahmad b. Masr b, Ahmad al-Kivirdji s known to have transmited
Sulami’s Sunan as-sdfiyya on the autharity of Aba Ishaq b. Himyar, see, “Abd al-Karim b.
Muhammad ar-Rafi'i al-Qazwinl, Tadwin fT afbdr Qazwin, 4 vols., Beirut 1408/1987, 11, p.’
266.

& Abd Bakr Ahmad b. al-Husayn b. 'All al-Bayheqi, as-Sunan al-kubrd, 11 vol., Beirut
1406/1986; idem, Kirdh az-zuhd al-kabir, Beimit 1408/1987, idem, Su‘ab al-imdn, 9 vols.,
Beirut 1410/1990. While the small volume of the Xitadb az-ziuhd al-kabir aleone includes about
150 passages on Sulami's authority out of a total of abont 590 passages, the much more
voluminous Su'ab al-imdn includes more (ban 500 such passages, The material Inregrated
into the as-Surar al-kubrd on Sulami’s anthority is about equally substantigl,

7 For documenled details on Sulami's works see, Bwerlag, op. cit., p. 45, and GAS,
vol. I, pp. 671-674.

L. Massignon, Essai sur les arigines du lexigue technique de la mystique musulmane,
Paris 1922; 2nd ed. 1568, pp. 359-412; P. Nwyia, "Le Tafsir mystique atilbué 2 Ga‘far
Sadiq," MUSS XLIIL, 1968, pp. 181-230: reprinted in: ‘All Zay ‘ir, a-Tafsir as- Saf & -
Qur'dn ‘inda §-Sddiq, Belrut 1979, pp. 125-212; P. Nwyia, "Sentences de Niri citées par
Svlami dans Hagd'iq al-tafsir," MUST XLIV, 1968, pp. 145-147; idem, Trois euvres inédites
de mystigues musuimans, Beinut 1973, pp. 23-182, These extracts of Massignon and Nwyia
have been reprinted in: N. Pimjavadi, Mafma ‘ah-i dtir-| Abi "Abd ar-Rebmdn as-Sulami, vol,
I, Tehran 13698, pp. 1-292.

2 For a detziled Hst of the manuscripts of Sulami's Haga'iq at-tafir see, Bbwering, op.
cit., pp. 45-48; to lhe list of manuscripts add, Ms. Si. Petersburg, Nr. 9 (ANC - 9}, nr. 80, 306
ff. 7th c. h., and Medina 16,312 ff., 704 h_
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as-Su'‘iokT (296/909-369/980), a learned teacher and leading personality of
Nishapur since 337/949. His full accreditation as a Sufi, however, Sulami
reccived from Abu 1-Qasim Ibrdhim b, Muhammad an-Nasrabadi (d.
167/977-8), a Safi‘ scholar of hadit who had become a Sufi at the hands of
Abii Bakr Dulaf b. Jahdar a§-Sibli (d. 334/946) at Baghdad in 330/942,
After many years of traveling, in 340/951 Nasrabadi returned fo his native
Nishapur where, some time later, he invested Sulami with the Sufi mantle
(kirga).

An avid student of kadit Sulami raveled widely throughout Khurasan
and Iraq in search of knowledge, visiting Marv and Baghdad for extended
periods of time. He traveled as far as the Hejaz, but apparently visited
neither Syria nor Egypt. His travels climaxed in a pilgrimage to Mecca,
performed in 366/976 in the company of Nagrabadi, who died shortly after
the hajj. When Sulami returned to Nishapur about 368/277-8 his teacher
Isma‘il b. Nujayd had passed away, leaving him his extensive library. This
library hecame the center of the small Sufi lodge {duwayrae) which Sulami
established in his quarter of the town, the sikkat an-Nawand. There he spent
the remaining forty years of his life as a resident scholar, probably visiting
Baghdad on a number of occasions. By his later years Sulami had become
highly respected throughout Khurasan as a teacher of hadifand a Safi‘i man
of learning.?

Sulami was a prolific author who eventually employed his future
biographer, Abni Sa'id Mubhammad h. ‘Ali al-Kag8ab (381/901-456/1064), as
his attendant and scribe. The long list of his works, amounting to more than
a hundred titles, Sulami composed over a period of some fifty yvears from
about 360/970 onward. Ahout thirty of his works are known to be extant in
manuscript, 2 few baving appeared in print. These writings may be divided
into three main categarics: Sufi hagiographies, Sufi commentaries on the
(Qur’in, and treatises on Sufi manners and customs, and each cof these
categories appears to he represented by a major work.

The substantial Ta'rif as-sidfiyya, a hagiopraphy listing the biographies
of a thousand Sufis, is lost and kmown only through extracts incorporated in
later sources, It was probably an amplified version of the Ta’rik of Aba
Bakr Muhammad h. *Abd Allih al-Bajali, known as Ibn $adan ar-Rézi, who
died in 376/986 st Nishapur. The Tabagdt as-séfivya is apparently an
abbreviated version of the Ta'rik as-safiyya, listing summary biographies of

3 For documented details on Sulami's blography see, Bowrring, op. cit., pp. 43-45,
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A) The Author and His Works]

Sulami, whose full name was Abld “Abd ar-Rabman Muhammad b. al-
Husayn b. Muhammad b. Miisd b. Kalid b. Sdlim b, Zawiyya b. 5a‘id b.
(Qabisa b. Sarrdq al-Azdi as-Sulami an-Naysabiri, was bom at Nishapur
(i.e., Arahic: Naysabiir, Persian: Nifapir) in 325/937 or 330/942 and died in
the same city in 412/10212, He belonged to the tribe of the Azd on his
father's side and to that of the Sulaym on his mother's. When Sulami's
father, al-Husayn b. Muhammad b. Musa al-Azdi, who instructed him in his
early youth, left Nishapur to settle at Mecea, Sulami's education was
entrusted to his maternal grand-father, Abu ‘Amr Isma‘il b. Nujayd h.
Ahmad b. Yasuf b, Kilid as-Sulami an-Naysabiir (d. 366/976-7), who was a
disciple of Abd ‘Umman Sa‘id b. Isma ‘1l al-Hin (d. 298/910). a well-known
Safi‘i scholar of hadit (the literature of Islamic religious tradition) and an
actherent of the ascetic tradition of Nishapur.

Sulami was formally Initiated into Sufism and granted a teaching
certificate (ijdza) by the Hanafi judge Abia Sahl Muhammad b. Sulayman

I Where Lhe spelling of Arabic ar Persian places and terms is included in ‘W, Mortis
{(ed.), The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, Boston 1969 (and
reprints), I adopled standard American usage. The exceplions to this rele are my "Qur'an”
and "Qur'inic" for Koran and Koranic. The abbreviations of joumal titles follows J.D.
Pearson, fndex fsfamicus, London 1958. Ef (New edition) stands for The Encyclopaedia of
Islam (ed. H.AR. Gibb et al,, Leiden 1960 If., ongolng) and GAS for F. Sczgin, Geschichie
des arabirchen Schriftturns, vols. [-LX, Leiden 196484,

2 Snlami’s life and work have been examined in my recent article, "The Quor’an
Commentary of Al-Sulami”, in W.B. Hallag and D.P. Little {eds.), [slamic Studies Presented
to Charies J. Adams, Leiden 1991, pp. 41-56. In this introduction, only the basic information
on Sulami's life and work 15 given in summery form.
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The Minor Qur’an Commentary
of

Abi ‘Abd ar-Rahmin Muhammad
b. al-Husayn as-Sulami (d. 412/1021)









“This edition of the Ziyadat: haga’ig
at-fafsir, a Sufi Quran commentary by
Abi ‘Abd ar-Rahmin Mubammad b.
al-Husayn as-Sulami (d. 412/1021), is
based on a unique manuscript that is
preserved in the Gazi Husrev Begova
Biblioteka in Sarajevo, Bosnia. ‘The
work represents Sulamt's minor Qur'an
commentary, which was conceived by
the author as a follow-up volume to
his major Qurin commentary, Haga'ig
al-tafsir.

Arranged 45 a running commen-
tary, the Zivadat hagd'iq ai-tafsir se-
lects about six hundred phrases for
comment and, after each, records a
sequence of interpretive glesses of
more than two thousand items. Two
thicds of these glosses ame quoted
from authors living in the 2nd/8th
the 4th/10th centuries, who were es-
teemed in Sufi circles, The most fre-
queatly quoted authorities are Ja'far
as-Sadig (d. 148/765), Sahl ar-Tustari
(d. 283/896), Ibn ‘Atd’ al-Adami (d.
309-921 or 311/923-4) and Abu Bakr
al-Wisiti (d. 320/932).

SulamT's Ziyadat hagd’iq at-tafskr in-
cludes considerable new and original
source material for the early history of
Sufism that cannot be found else-
where. The work {llustrates the Sufi
inethod of interpreting the Qur'an that
inspired a signilicant body of Arabic
(and later Persian) literature of Qur'an
commentary.”
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